
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

My house shares a back yard with four college students. Ryan is one of them. Every morning the first thing 
Ryan does is go out the back door with a bagful of nuts and feed the squirrels. They hang out in our apple tree 
the way teenagers hang out around malls. One of the squirrels has become particularly bold and now waits ex-
pectantly for Ryan right at the back door. Lately the squirrel won’t go away, no matter the time of day, no mat-
ter who’s in the back yard. The squirrel just won’t leave, nuts or no nuts, people or no people. Because it’s be-
come pesky, I now ignore the squirrel most of the time. Though Ryan doesn’t, I do. Nevertheless, the squirrel 
is slowly getting my attention. Over the course of my lifetime, God is getting my attention, too. 

People tend to hear this week’s Gospel parable about the widow who keeps knocking on the judge’s door as a 
story about God who eventually gives in to the widow. I think it’s more a story about me eventually giving in 
to God. I hope God’s not offended by being compared to a squirrel, but God is much more like the squirrel (or 
the widow) than like the judge. God’s the one who does the pleading, it seems to me. While the parable seems 
to say, “Don’t lose heart; God will eventually hear and answer,” perhaps it’s really saying, “Don’t lose heart; 
God will not give up knocking on your door.” 

—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis 
Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

The good news is that God refuses to lose heart with us, 
like the widowed woman who refuses to quit knocking. 

Neither will turn away and go home, 
not from the judge’s barred and silent door or from ours. 

Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

PERSISTENT PRAYER 

To the best of our knowledge, the authors of the New Testament did not 
spend much time in each other’s company following the Resurrection. 
They took their charge to go to the nations and spread the Good News 
seriously. Paul and Luke are an exception to this, having travelled togeth-
er on missionary journeys. It is no accident, then, that perseverance in 
prayer is a favorite theme of both authors. Luke’s Gospel (which speaks 
most frequently about Jesus’ own prayer), Acts, and the Pauline Letters 
all exhort us to unceasing prayer. 

Paul’s personality was certainly tenacious; he most likely would have ad-
mired the persistent widow in today’s Gospel passage. The purpose of 
these passages is not to make us think—as infants and toddlers do—that 
if we keep asking or yelling or crying, we will eventually get our way. 
No, the point is that when true disciples believe in something, we will 
persist in following that belief whether it is convenient or not, even when 
we come up against seemingly insurmountable obstacles. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, Oct. 15 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Lester Jansa by Ernie & Debra Schwartz 
6:30 pm: + Ryder Gass by Doug & Karen Schaefer 
     (In Spanish) 

Sunday, Oct. 16 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)  
8:00  am: + Hubert Lange by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 
10:00 am: Living & Deceased Members of Catholic Life 
     Br# 146 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

Monday, Oct. 17 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Ernestine Lange by Harold & Ann Hoelscher 

Tuesday, Oct. 18 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)  
7:00 am: + Nita Lange by Doug & Karen Schaefer 
8:00 am: + Louis Kadlacek by Karen Streicher 

Wednesday, Oct. 19 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Thomas Strube by Jimmy & Carolyn Strube 
6:00 pm: + Clifford & Joyce Hoelscher by Helen Glass 
     (In Spanish)   

Thursday, Oct. 20 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                
7:00 am: + Sherline Strube by Wendell & Linda Jones 
8:00 am:+ Clarence Schaefer Jr. by Frank & Joyce            
     Everidge 

Friday, Oct. 21 (St. Lawrence)  (St. Thomas) 
7:00 am + Eugenia Lange by Rose Schwartz 

Saturday, Oct. 23 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Chico Denis by Leon & JoAnn Halfmann 
6:30 pm: + Tracy Grimes by Tommy & Karla  
       Hoelscher   (In Spanish) 

Sunday, Oct. 16 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)  
8:00  am: + Arnold Matthiesen by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: + Hubert Frerich by Kevin & Linda Hirt 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 
 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Although the hours of daylight are rapidly dwindling, 
many people would say that these October days bring 
the year’s most splendid weather. Americans are riders 
and joggers, not strollers, and so the pleasures of the 
season are often lost on us. This is not the case with 
many Jewish people, who observe an ancient rule in 
walking to synagogue on the Sabbath. On city streets 
and suburban sidewalks in many cities, we may notice 
around sunset the nicely dressed families walking and 
chatting on Friday afternoon. After a short prayer at 
dusk, the families stroll home again for a relaxing and 
festive meal. They return to synagogue in the morning, 
and then spend an afternoon in family leisure until 
three stars appear in the night sky and Sabbath ends. 

 Catholics, on the other hand, pile into the car and 
drive even a short distance to Mass; some even divide 
the family to participate at different hours. For Jews, 
the leisurely walk marks a dividing line between hectic 
life commitments and a day of abundant joy and en-
richment. Before we became an automobile culture, 
Catholics embraced a similar pace, and in most places 
walked to church. These lovely days of fall invite us to 
tap into an old and life-giving tradition. If you live 
within a mile of your church, walk next week. If you 
must drive, park at a good distance and walk the rest of 
the way. Talk about your life, greet strangers, notice 
the crunch of leaves under your shoes. You may be 
surprised at how different Sunday Mass feels when it is 
framed by leisure! 

           —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

En 1823 se fundó el pueblo de San Rafael de las Que-
bradillas en Puerto Rico. Este pueblo fue dedicado al 
santo patrón de los pescadores. Rafael, también es el 
ángel patrono de la salud. Aunque hoy día su fiesta 
esta combinada con los otros arcángeles el 29 de sep-
tiembre, en el viejo calendario este santo fue conme-
morado el 24 de octubre. 

 Rafael (Dios salva) se encuentra en el libro de To-
bías y según el autor bíblico, este ángel es el ángel de 
la guarda de Tobías. El mismo Rafael se presenta co-
mo uno de los siete ángeles o arcángeles que llevan 
las oraciones de los justos al trono de Dios y que go-
zan de la presencia gloriosa del Santísimo (Tobías 
12:15). 

 Mi padre siempre dice que hay que pedir una cosa 
a Dios, la salud. Si tenemos la salud nada nos falta. Es 
interesante que en latín, salud y salvación son la mis-
ma palabra, salus. El santo patrón de la salud, Rafael 
nos recuerda que Dios es el único que nos puede sal-
var, dándonos salud de cuerpo, alma y espíritu. 

      — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For October 

A Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and coura-
geous in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be a 
community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, al-
ways living in an atmosphere of synodality. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

October 16 
St. Lawrence –Cary & Renee Niehues 
St. Thomas –  Carlos & Linda Dusek 

October 23 
St. Lawrence– Delmar & Marcie Batla 
St. Thomas– Wilson Marshall Family 

October Worklist   

Keith & Darcy Braden- CH 
Magno & Lety Perez, Chris & Tiffany Matschek,  
Carey & Renee Niehues, Ana Espinoza, Eric    
McMillan, Dennis & Ellen Seidenberger, Jim & Diane 
Cmerek, Susana Baileza, Stanley & Denise Latzel 
George & Maria Salinas, Eric & Christy                  
Seidenberger, Frank & Joyce Evridge, Robert &  
Blanca Guerrero , Ramiro & Rosa Garza, Jimmy & 
Carolyn Strube 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Mason Halfmann, Doug Schaefer,        
Alfredo Barrera, Letitia Ramirez, Laura Mungula and 
Blakely Halfmann 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: None 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, October 22                         
 Sacristan: Charles Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, October 23     
 Sacristan: Tommy Hoelscher   
 Readers: Volunteers             
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Special Collection:   

Society for the Propagation of the Faith  

World Mission Sunday 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 

     Next Sunday, we will celebrate World Mission Sunday.  
On this day, through their donation to the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, Pope Francis invites the entire 
Church to support mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the 
Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe, 
where priests, religious and lay leaders serve the world’s 
most vulnerable communities. Please keep the Pope’s mis-
sions in your prayers and be generous in next week’s col-
lection for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. 

ORACIÓN PERSISTENTE 

Hasta donde sabemos, los 
autores del Nuevo Testa-
mento no pasaron mucho 
tiempo juntos después de 
la Resurrección. Tomaron 
muy en serio la orden de ir 
a las naciones y esparcir la 
Buena Nueva. Pablo y 
Lucas son una excepción 
pues viajaron juntos en 
jornadas misioneras. No 
es accidental, entonces, 
que la perseverancia en la 

oración sea un tema favorito de ambos autores. El Evan-
gelio de san Lucas (que habla más frecuentemente sobre 
la oración de Jesús), los Hechos de los Apóstoles y las 
cartas de san Pablo, todas nos exhortan a rezar incesante-
mente. La personalidad de Pablo era ciertamente tenaz; 
muy posiblemente él habría admirado la persistencia de la 
viuda en el pasaje del Evangelio de hoy. El propósito de 
estos pasajes no es hacernos pensar –como hacen los 
bebés y los niños pequeñitos– que si persistimos en gritar 
y llorar, eventualmente conseguiremos lo que queremos. 
No, el punto es que cuando los verdaderos discípulos 
creemos en algo, persistimos y seguimos creyéndolo sea 
conveniente o inconveniente, aún cuando nos tropecemos 
con obstáculos aparentemente insuperables. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. Thank You Note 

We wish to thank everyone for all their prayers, calls, text 
messages, flowers, food, visits and whatever else anyone 
may have done while I was in the hospital and rehab from 
September 16 thru October 4.  It is so wonderful to live in a 
community where everyone is so supportive and gener-
ous.  Thanks again.  Barbara and Tex Halfmann 

DO YOU KNOW that the devil’s principal target on earth is 
the Catholic Priest? The devil knows 
that holier Priests will lead to a holier 
Church. The Midland Lay Carmelites 
invite you to spiritually “ADOPT” a 
Priest from the Diocese of San Ange-
lo (if you haven’t already done so.) 
The only requirement is to pray daily 

for your Priest, according to your state in life. 

To have a Priest assigned to you, please call 432-296-9669 or 
send an email to: midlandlaycarmelites@gmail.com. 

mailto:midlandlaycarmelites@gmail.com


 

 29th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

In our Gospel read-
ing, God promises to 
secure the rights of 
his faithful ones who 
seek his justice. When 
we're abused, neglect-
ed, rejected, betrayed, 
or falsely accused, 
God comes to our res-
cue. And speedily, he 
says! What? He's not 
helping you fast 
enough? Is he break-
ing his promise with 
you?  

Although God often 
seems way too slow, 
whether it takes 
months or years (and 
it often does) before 
your problem gets 
resolved, Jesus is in 
fact at your side im-
mediately delivering 
you from evil, in the 
very moment you 
begin to cry out to 
him.  

The real question is 
not "Where is Jesus?" 
nor "Why doesn't he 

care enough to help me sooner?" The question that 
matters – for the healing of our souls – is stated in 
the last sentence of this Gospel passage: As he's 
arriving to help us, do we greet him with faith? Or 
is fear spinning our minds in such turmoil that we 
don't see him as he stands right next to us offering 
a helping hand?  

If we're not living by faith, we inadvertently ex-
pand our problems. Are you feeling miserable after 
calling upon God for help? Look! Jesus is at your 
side begging for your trust. Are you feeling frus-

trated because God 
is not removing the 
obstacles you're 
facing? Look! Jesus 
wants you to follow 
him in a direction 
that's different than 
where you think 
you should go.  

We all have adver-
saries. Jesus is 
wielding his sword 
of truth against the 
spirits of darkness 

who are working against us; he is driving them 
away. But if we reject the truth he wields, his 
sword is no help.  

What about the troublemakers who continually an-
noy you? When our eyes are on them instead of on 
Je-sus, we miss the healing that he's offering to us 
as vindication.  

When we live by faith, we experience God's vindi-
cation every day, even while injustices continue. 
We experience it in our hearts as we receive his 
peace and his patience and his endurance.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. What injustices are frustrating you today? What 
evil is being done against you?  

2. What will you do right now to be a faith-filled 
follower of Christ? What action will you take to 
conquer your fears and choose to give God your 
trust?  

3. Describe an injustice that you recently witnessed 
or experienced. What shocked and dismayed you 
the most about it?  

4. What is fearsome about it? And what does trust 
for the Lord encourage you to believe about it?  

 

Exodus 17:8-13  
Psalm 121:1-8  

2 Timothy 3:14--4:2  
Luke 18:1-8  

Monday October 17  
St. Ignatius of Antioch  

Ephesians 2:1-10  
Ps 100:1b-5  

Luke 12:13-21  

Tuesday October 18  
St. Luke  

2 Timothy 4:10-17b  
Ps 145:10-13,17-18  

Luke 10:1-9  

Wednesday October 19  
Sts. Isaac Jogues  

and John de Brebeuf & co.  
Ephesians 3:2-12  

Isaiah 12:2-6  
Luke 12:39-48  

Thursday October 20  
Ephesians 3:14-21  

Ps 33:1-2,4-5,11-12,18-19  
Luke 12:49-53  

Friday October 21  
Ephesians 4:1-6  

Ps 24:1-6  
Luke 12:54-59  

Saturday October 22  
Ephesians 4:7-16  

Ps 122:1-5  
Luke 13:1-9  

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



 

 

OCTOBER EDGE GATHERING 
 

Sunday, October 23rd  
4:30 pm – 7:00 pm On the Church Lawn 
Come dressed as your favorite Saint!  
We will talk about saints, have a meal and play games! 
  
If you haven’t joined the REMIND for EDGE please do so by sending a text to 81018.  Text @lawrencedg or 
contact Carrie Batla at 806-632-7551 

RCIA News 

This week’s RCIA class will cover  
The Paschal Mystery of Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection  

and is open to anyone.   
 

If you feel so called,  
please join us at 6:00 pm Wednesday in the St Isidore room. 

 

Children Learn What They Live 

By Dorothy Law Nolte, Ph.D. 
 
If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn.  

If children live with hostility, they learn to fight. 

If children live with fear, they learn to be apprehensive. 

If children live with pity, they learn to feel sorry for themselves.  

If children live with ridicule, they learn to feel shy. 

If children live with jealousy, they learn to feel envy.  

If children live with shame, they learn to feel guilty. 

If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence.  

If children live with tolerance, they learn patience. 

If children live with praise, they learn appreciation.  

If children live with acceptance, they learn to love. 

If children live with approval, they learn to like themselves. 

If children live with recognition, they learn it is good to have a goal.  

If children live with sharing, they learn generosity. 

If children live with honesty, they learn truthfulness.  

If children live with fairness, they learn justice. 

If children live with kindness and consideration, they learn respect. 

If children live with security, they learn to have faith in themselves and in those about them.  

If children live with friendliness, they learn the world is a nice place in which to live. 

Copyright © 1972 by Dorothy Law Nolte 



The 4 Stages of Apostleship 

Prepare: Read Luke 10:1-9  

In Luke 10:1-9, Jesus sends his disciples forth as 
evangelizers. This is our mission; it's the mission 
of the Church. We're sent forth as evangelizers at 
the end of every Mass. The priest, speaking for 
Jesus, empowers us with words such as: "Go and 
announce the Gospel of the Lord" or "Go in 
peace, glorifying the Lord by your life." Or, as in 
Luke 10:3, "Go on your way! Behold, I am send-
ing you!" Jesus commissions us and commands 
us to go and make a difference in the world.  

"Go!" is the main action verb in Christianity. "I 
am sending you" is the main agenda in Christian-
ity. The original Greek word for being "sent 
forth" evolved into the word "apostle" – an apos-
tle is a disciple sent by the teacher to do the work 
that the teacher assigns.  

We all have apostolates: assignments from Jesus.  

There are four stages of apostleship. First is 
PREPARATION, when we are discipled and 
disciplined by Jesus. We learn from hardships. 
We discover what impassions us. We mature in 
the recognition of and use of our gifts and talents.  

Next is INVOLVEMENT, when we become ac-
tive in ministry. Even before our preparations are 
finished, we start using our gifts and passions and 
newly gained wisdom in the service of God.  

Then, if we truly desire to be effective apostles, 
we enter into TESTING. We experience trials 
that challenge us where we're called to serve, like 
gold purified in fire. For some, it's the "dark night 
of the soul" and it might continue for years.  

For example, we find ourselves in difficult rela-

tionships that challenge us to love and forgive 
more sacrificially. Our ministries might be inter-
rupted by obstacles that challenge our trust in 
God and stretch our ability to discern where he's 
leading us. If we don't run away from these chal-
lenges or quit for the sake of an easier life, we're 
ready for Stage 4: SIGNIFICANT INVOLVE-
MENT, when we're useful enough to reach our 
full potential and make a huge difference.  

To help you advance in your usefulness to God, 
you can use the following prayer:  

A Prayer to Become God's Instrument  

O, my heavenly Father, I give all of my life to 
you in the name of Your Son,  
my Lord Jesus Christ,  
and through the power of Your Holy Spirit.  
I ask you to stir up within me  
the fullness of Your Holy Spirit.  
I have heard You calling me,  
and I choose to follow  
where Your Son leads me.  
I want to help others find their way  
into Your kingdom.  
I want to serve others  
so that they can experience Your love.  
Use me.  
Use the hurts and sufferings I've endured.  
Use the talents, the resources, the time,  
the experiences, the spiritual growth  
and everything else You have given me.  
Use me.  
Help me to love all people unconditionally  
and reveal Jesus to others through me.  
Help me to grow in my desire  
to love all people.  
Today, and every day, help me to decrease  
so that Your Holy Spirit  
may increase in me.  
Help me to love purely, humbly,  
and generously.  
Show me how to receive more of Your love  
so that I have more love to give.  
Heal me of every obstacle  
that holds me back from serving You.  
I give You permission to change me.  
Here I am, Lord, I want to do Your will.  
Come, Holy Spirit; renew me.  
In Jesus' name, Amen! 
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